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@ So attractive to the eye as 
well as the budget, so generous 
in usable area, so skillfully de- 
signed to fit limited bathroom 
space...this is the Cosmette! Pro 
duced by Case and distributed 
nationally— see your Classified 
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е Dry shelf space for toilet articles. 


е Built-in soap 

е Concealed front overflow 
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SIDNEY L. STRAUSS 


He went from table to 
table, greeting friends, jok- 
ing, praising, and exchang- 
ing greetings. He was here, 
there, everywhere. As Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies—he spar- 
kled. He exuded good hu- 
mor, enthusiasm, cheerful- 
ness and friendliness. He 
injected those present with 
his charming personality. 
He introduced the guests 
and the speakers with witty 
remarks, pleasant references 
and appropriate anecdotes. 

He was at his best, and all present enjoyed the func- 
tion because of his presence. 

Sid Strauss conducted the convention as he wanted to 
—giving everything he had to insure pleasure and wel- 
come to all who attended. The banquet of the New York 
State Association of Architects on October 23, 1947, was 
the last time he was to smile on us. It was the last time 
he was to smile on us. It was the last time any of us 
could greet him. For on the next morning the startling 
news came from Mrs. Strauss that “Sid did not wake 
up” and in а few moments, the physician announced 
that Sid had gone to his fathers. 

Sid Strauss died as he desired—in the midst of his 
activities, doing things for others, anxious to help. 

Since 1935 when he first joined the New York So- 
ciety of Architects, he showed himself a young man of 
aggressiveness, with consideration for others, extreme 
courtesy, and thorough dependability. Any task as- 
signed to him was done, and done well. There was no 
uncertainty or uneasiness when he was asked to do 
anything. The assignment would be carried out. 

Sid Strauss made it his business to learn of his friends’ 
troubles. Time after time, when things appeared dark 
and depressing, Sid would call on his friend-in-need, and 
by his smile and good nature, would cause gloom and 
troubles to disappear. Sid always was ready to assist and 
no one that needed his help, ever ed in vain. At 
great cost to himself, he was always ready to do some- 
thing for his friends, and they were legion. 

He loved people, and would praise them. If he could 
not say good of a person, he would say nothing. A won- 
derful trait! 

He was president of the New York Society of Archi- 
tects during the depressing war years. By his example, 
his energy, and his aggressiveness, he made it a stronger 
organization than ever. 

He was a pillar of strength to the Queens Chapter. 

He was a shining example of industry and good fellow- 
ship in the New York Chapter. 

He was a splendid example of accomplishment in the 
New York Society of Architect 

All who knew him are better men and women for 

having known him. 
Yes, we are saddened by his departure from our midst 
but we are grateful that we had the o portunity to 
know him. His loyalty, his feeling of brotherly love, his 
good fellowship, his charity to others, made him a won- 
derful person. 


His triendship was considered among one’s cherished 
Possessions. 


Sid Strauss did much for us. May we follow his ex- 
ample by doing something for others. 
May he rest in peace. 


Matthew W. Del Gaudio 
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Following а serious fire, St. 
Mary of Sorrows Church in 
Buffalo is being rebuilt. Because 
of their many outstanding char- 
acteristics. including firesafety. 
Flexicore floor and roof slabs 
were selected to replace the old 
floor in the rebuilt structure. The 
architect Karl С. & Wm. Н. 
Sehmill and the contractor Car- 


penter & Skaer. 


If you have a job that requires long spans... In addition to its use in floors, the rounded 
up to 22 ft. . . . fire resistance . - - sound ab- edges and table top smooth underside of 
sorption... freedom from shrinkage . . . speed FLEXICORE precast concrete floor and roof 
of erection . . . permanence . . . reduced labor slab makes an attractive ceiling for any type 
cost . . . shallow floor and roof depth . . - low of building construction. 

cost hot air radiant heating . . . and other Our engineers will be glad to cooperate with 
desirable features . . . then specify FLEXI- you in applying the economies of concrete 


CORE precast concrete floor and roof slabs. masonry in your planning. 


Do More With flexicore! 


ANCHOR CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC. 


Wabash Avenue at 2450 William Street 
BUFFALO 6, NEW YORK 


SN ee 


4 EMPIRE STATE ARCHITECT 


| mpire State Architect 


THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
THE NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS 


Issue—Vol. VII, No. VI 
ost Office 


November-December 
“Entered as second-class matter March 6, 1943 at the Рі 
at Buffalo, New York, under the act of March 3, 187 

Subscription price: сос per year. Noi 
Published 6 Times а Y 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
С. Storrs Barrows, Rochester Society 

618 Reynolds Arcade, Rochester 4, N. У. 

rst Vice President 

2nd Vice President 

James 5, Whitman, Buffalo-Western №. У. Chapter 
пто Pearl St., Buffalo 2, №, У, 
змі Vice President Irving Seeli 
53 Pierrepont St., Brooklyn, 
Maxwell A. Cantor, Brookly n Society 
443 East sth St., Brooklyn 18, N. A 
Secretary Cyril T. Tucker, Rochester Society 
161 Avalon Drive, Rochester 7, N. Y 
James Wm. Kideney 
Past President, Butfalo-Western N. Y. Chapter 
1328 Prudential Bldg., Buffalo 2, N. Y. 
Charles R. Ellis Past President, Syracuse Society 
боб City Bank Bldg., Syracuse 2, N, Y. 
Matthew W. Del Gaudio Past President, New York Society 
546 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
C. Dale Badgeley New York Chapter 
55 Fast g3rd St., New York, М, У. 
Henry 1.. Blatner Albany Chapter 
11 North Pearl St., Albany 7, N. Y. 

George A. Boehm Westchester Chapter 
2 West 45th St., New York 19, N. У. 

John T. Briggs New York Society 
тот Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

George Bain Cummings Central New York Chapter 
99 Collier St., Binghamton, N. Y 

Merton E. Granger Syracuse Society 

Onondaga County yings Bank Bldg., Syracuse, М, У. 

Richard J. Heidelberger Long Island Society Chapter 

266 Fulton Avenue, Hempstead, N. 
Raymond Irrera Ae Chapter 
29-28 4181 Avenue, Long Island City 1, №. Y. 

William Т. Koch Bronx Chapter 
3131 Hull Avenue, Bronx 76, N. У. 

Albert Melnicker Staten Дзя Chapter 

42 Richmond Terrace, Staten Island 1, 

Henry У. Murphy а Chapter 
1 Hanson Place, Brooklyn, N. Y 

Leonard A. Waasdorp Rochester Society 

311 Alexander Street, Rochester, N. У. 

Martyn Weston Brooklyn Society 
44 Court Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

Charles Rockwell Ellis Chairman 
David B. Crane Editor 
George A. Boehm Harold R. Sleeper Henry V. Murphy 
Managing Editor George Dick Smith, Jr. 


Members $1.0 


President 


Brooklyn Society 
са 


Treasure? 


Associate Editors 
Sarkis M. Arkell 
Henry 5. Lion 


Cartoons 
Communications 


Constituents Cyril Т. Tucker 
Contributions Gordon H. Hayes 
Cover Hawley E. McAfee 
Design Guy H. Baldwin 
Editorials Vito Р. Battista 

lation Maxwell A. Cantor 


Ward W. Fenner 
Matthew W. Del Gaudio 
Thomas Н. McKaig 


Address all communications regarding the State Association to the 
Secretary, Cyril Т. Tucker, 161 Avalon Drive, Rochester 7, 
New York, all editorial comments to Empire State Architect, 
c/o Chairman, Charles Rockwell Ellis, 606 City Bank Building, 
Syracuse 2, М. Y., and inquiries regarding advertising to the 
Publisher. j 


National Activities 
State Activitie 
Contributing Editor 


я. 


Publisher: 
Julian L. Kahle, 21 Clarendon Place, Buffalo о, New York 


EMPIRE STATE ARCHITECT 


SIDNEY L. STRAUSS 


He went from table to 
table, greeting friends, jok- 
ing, praising, and exchang- 
ing greetings. He was here, 
there, everywhere. As Mas 
ter of Ceremonies—he spar- 
kled. He exuded good hu- 
mor, enthusiasm, cheerful- 
ness and friendliness. He 
injected those present with 
his charming personality. 
He introduced the guests 
and the speakers with witty 
remarks, pleasant references 
and appropriate anecdotes. 

He was at his best, and all present enjoyed the func- 
tion because of his presence. 

Sid Strauss conducted the convention as he wanted to 

giving everything he had to insure pleasure and wel- 
come to all who attended. The banquet of the New York 
State Association of Architects on October 23, 1947, was 
the last time he was to smile on us. It was the last time 
he was to smile on us. It was the last time any of us 
could greet him. For on the next morning the startling 
news came from Mrs. Strauss that “Sid did not wake 
up” and in a few moments, the physician announced 
that Sid had gone to his fathers. 

Sid Strauss died as he desired—in the midst of his 
activities, doing things for others, anxious to help. 

Since 1935 when he first joined the New York So- 
ciety of Architects, he showed himself a young man of 
aggressiveness, with consideration for others, extreme 
courtesy, and thorough dependability. Any task as- 
signed to him was done, and done well. There was no 
uncertainty or uneasiness when he was asked to do 
anything. The assignment would be carried out. 

Sid Strauss made it his business to learn of his friends’ 
troubles. Time after time, when things appeared dark 
and depressing, Sid would call on his friend-in-need, and 
by his smile and good nature, would cause gloom and 
troubles to disappear. Sid always was ready to assist and 
no one that needed his help, ever asked in vain. At 
great cost to himself, he was always ready to do some- 
thing for his friends, and they were legion. 

He loved people, and woul i praise them. If he could 
not say good of a person, he would say nothing. A won- 
derful trait! 

He was president of the New York Society of Archi- 
tects during the depressing war years. By his example, 
his energy, and his aggressiveness, he made it a stronger 
organization than ever. 

He was a pillar of strength to the Queens Chapter. 

He was a shining example of industry and good fellow- 
ship in the New York Chapter. 

He was a splendid example of accomplishment in the 
New York Society of Architects. 

All who knew him are better men and women for 
having known him. 

Yes, we are saddened by his departure from our midst 
but we are grateful that we had the opportunity to 
know him. His loyalty, his feeling of brotherly love, his 
good fellowship, his charity to others, s, made him a won- 
derful person. 


His friendship was considered among one’s cherished 
possessions. 

Sid Strauss did much for us. May we follow his ex- 
ample by doing something for 

May he rest in peace. 


Matthew W. Del Gaudio 
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THE UNITED NATIONS PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS 


condensed from a talk by 
MAX ABRAMOWITZ 
at the 1947 Convention in New York City 


Since this is an assembly of architects, I shall at- 
tempt to describe the planning of the “World Capital” 
as though it were a problem presented to you individu- 
ally or in groups and you had this job to execute, 

Our problem is to create a home for a new organiza- 
tion; which, although it had its roots in Geneva years 
ago, and had its beginning in San Francisco, and is at 
present operating under difficult conditions partly at 
Lake Success, and partly at Flushing Meadows with 
some of its organizations overflowing into office space in 
Manhattan, it has not yet operated as a complete unit 
on any one site long enough to have developed a closely 
integrated space program from which planners could 
work. 

What I am saying is that a Program had to be с 

Upon the appointment of Wallace К. Н 
Director of Planning by the Secretary-General, Trygve 
Lie, and the concurrence of the Headquarters Advisory 
Committee a Headquarters Planning Office was created. 
Subsequently the appointment of an international 
Board of Design was confirmed for the preliminary 
presentation: Under this group of теп from many 
countries, a working staff of architects, designers, and 
draftsmen was built up to prepare the report to the 
United Nations. 

This group worked in close liaison and cooperation 
with officials of the City of New York: The Headquar- 
ters Advisory Committee which has to approve the 
plans for presentation to the United Nations, represents 
16 countries, Needless to say a staff of interpreters was 
needed— as discussions in more than one language 
were commonplace. 

The site extends along the East River in Manhattan 
from 42nd to 48th Street for 1500’ and from the East 
River to lirst Avenue, an average distance of соо’, The 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive runs along its easterly 
border on the river edge. This site can have a north and 
south access from the city along the Franklin Roose- 
velt Drive, and from First Avenue, and access from the 
Grand Central Terminal District from the cross town 
streets, 

The land slopes down to the Kast River from First 
Avenue and also slightly from 42nd Street to 48th Street, 
The United Nations has rights to the pier-head line 
which extends approximately 80" east of the water line. 
In addition, the New York State Legialature has enacted 
legislation giving the City authority to regulate and 
limit signs, billboards, and advertising devices and po- 
tentially unsightly displays. 

The City is giving us the fullest assistance and coop- 
eration and is paying, from its own resources, for a tun- 
nel under First Avenue beginning at 48th Street and 
ending at 41st Street, to divert all commercial and 
through traffic along the west side of the site: widening 
47th Street from Second to First Avenue to a 160° 
promenade approach from the West; improving the 
42nd Street approach to the site; and relocating its 
entrances and exits from the Franklin Roosevelt East 
River Drive to enable us to have a better and more 
attractive river approach and environment on the east 
side. 

Since the acquisition of the site by the United Na- 


ated. 
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tions, New York City authorities have made zoning 
studies to help control the surrounding areas and assist 
in creating an atmosphere befitting a “World Capitol.” 
The solution to the zoning on the neighboring streets is 
under study at present. 

This brief description of the site and its re-planning 
potentialities will become more clear to you with the 
review of the projected plans. 


The Program 


We are now ready to analyze the program, its space 
requirements, its circulation patterns, and the use ге- 
quirements of the men and women, from every country 
of the world, for whom this is primarily a workshop. 
(Housing of personnel will not be provided on this site.) 

This program has gone through various progressive 
stages. We set up a research group which studied and set 
up our space requirements. It was reviewed constantly, 
and adjusted constantly, with due allowance for reason- 
able expansion. The Headquarters Planning Office de- 
veloped its plans from this program and presented 
them to the Headquarters Advisory Committee. 

An analysis of costs and the present world economic 
problems, caused the Committee to request a revised 
and reduced program, designed to permit an expansion 
to include any element eliminated from the first report, 
if the future need developed. This is the program рге- 
sented today. Its estimated cost is 65 million dollars. 

It contains: 

1. A General Assembly Hall—in_ session ас present 
about two months a year—for 350 delegates and 
350 alternates for 70 countries (The United Na- 
tions Assembly now has 57 nations 70 is a reason- 
able expansion factor): 

This Hall is to be available at other times for other 
agencies. 

2. A Security Council Chamber—constantly in session — 
seats 18 delegates and their advisers at a round 
table. 

Economic and Social Council—in regular session three 
times a year for about 4 weeks a session pats 22 
delegates and advisers at table with accredited 
participants and advisers at another table. 

4. Trusteeship Council—in regular session twice а year 

eats 26 delegates and their advisers, accredited 
participants and their advisers. 

5. Four Conference Rooms—For use primarily when the 
General Assembly is in session—seating 70 dele- 
gates and their advisers, who prefer to sit at a 
table where all member nations can face each other. 

6. 18 Committee Rooms—having an intermittent use 
of varying sizes to serve the numerous sub-com- 
mittees of the General Assembly and Secretariat 
and with adequate Press and Public Space. 

7. Adequate Lounge and Lobby Area to serve these halls 
and rooms and the Service Rooms and Spaces to 
permit efficient operation. 

We will, for simplicity, refer to these as the Confer- 
ence Area with two main subdivisions: one the General 
Assembly Group, and the other the Council Room 
Group. It is expected that other groups, such as those 

(Continued on page 14) 


OUR COVER PICTURE 


(From an article in The Homiletic and Pastoral Review 
by Theodore 7. Young, М.4.1.4.) 


Le Moyne College, now being erected on the gentle 
knolls overlooking the eastern section of the City of 
Syracuse, is so named го perpetuate the memory of 
Pere Simon Le Moyne, Jesuit Priest, Educator and 
Missionary to the Onondaga Indians. It was Father 
LeMoyne who discovered the Salt Springs which were 
the first source of wealth for early Syracuse. Appropri- 
ately enough, the street marking the southern bound- 
ary of the campus is called Salt Springs Road. 

‘The site has about 117 acres of gently rolling land 
with a magnificent view from its upper levels. The area 
is ample for a college of very substantial size and has a 
generous allowance for playing fields, lawns, campus 
and parking. The main campus and its flanking build- 
ings are located along a ridge which runs through the 
center of the property. The principal buildings and 
those to be first constructed were located so that they 
would be easily accessible to the nearest public highway. 
А secondary axis was fixed on lower and somewhat 
more level ground and around this the dormitory group 
was planned. The auditorium site was established near 
the highway for easy access of the public, and the gym- 
nasium and athletic fields were allocated to the lowest 
and most level ground. 

To establish this basic plan an appraisal of future 
growth had to be essayed and some intelligent guessing 
was in order. The present is amply provided for, and 
the future is not ignored or left to change. The number, 
size and time of erection of future buildings could not 
be predicted, but even so, roads could be laid out with 
full regard for present necessities and future conven- 
iences. Grading, levelling, road-building and landscap- 
ing are in conformity with current needs but with due 
regard for those of the future. 

The Recitation Hall or Administration is, of course, 
the first to be erected. At the same the Science Hall is 
under construction and this will be followed by the 
Kaculty-Student Residence. All three are needed im- 
mediately, and yet they must provide from the begin- 
ning such facilities as Cafeteria, Auditorium, Library 
Chapel and other facilities which will ultimately Бе 
housed in separate buildings. When these are provided 
the present space devoted to their needs will furnish the 
larger number of classrooms which will then be needed. 
Even though they will first serve other, temporary 
uses the elements of good classroom design have been 
kept in mind, even to the spacing of the present columns 
and beams. 

Much thought has been given by the architects to 
securing an agreeable, academic atmosphere to the 
ampus without resorting to superficial decorative 
detail. The design does not draw upon any historic 
style; in fact, this was carefully avoided to give the de- 
signers of future buildings a desirable elasticity. The 
roofs were kept flat, with as few parapets аз роѕ- 
sible (ко permit snow to blow off) and thus help to 
give the buildings a characteristic horizontal appear- 
ance, broken only by the dominating central bell tower. 
The brickwork is of a warm brown-red color suitable for 
masonry in a northern climate. 


— __—_— 


In the year just past the Church in America cele- 
brated the Tercentenary of a small group of courageous 
pioneer educators. These men came from their native 
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France to the country of the untamed Iroquois with the 
torch of civilization and culture in one hand and in the 
other the cross of salvation and peace. Three of them, 
St. Isaac Jogues, Rene Goupil and John Lalande, have 
been declared Martyrs, having paid with their lives 
for the teaching of their ideal, Their stories are well 
known. The story of one of their number, however is 
not as well known as his accomplishments deserve. 
He is Father Simon Le Moyne, priest of the Society 
of Jesus, whose name is inseparable from the early 
history of Syracuse. The annals of the city itself pay 
fitting tribute to Pere le Moyne, апа his brothers of 
the present day hold his memory in such high esteem 
that they chose to name the new Jesuit College in his 
honor. This new College is now rising on the gentle 
knolls overlooking the eastern section of the city of 
Syracuse and several towns to the east and north and 
south of the city. This is the country of the Onondagas, 
for whom Pere Le Moyne was the agent of peace; in 
this territory he helped to lay the foundations of Chris- 
tianity. Not far from this spot he discovered the Salt 
Springs, which were to provide the first source of wealth 
for early Syracuse. Appropriately, the street marking 
the southern boundary of the campus bearing his name 
is called Salt Springs Road. “І shall return,” this mis- 
зіопагу and educator promised his Indians, and to-day 
after three hundred years this promise is being fulfilled 
in the fine group of buildings now being erected to 
honor and perpetuate his name. 


The site chosen for Le Moyne College on the out- 
skirts of Syracuse has about 117 acres of gently rolling 
land with a magnificent view from its upper level. The 
area is ample for a college of very substantial size, and 
has a generous allowance for playing fields, lawns, cam- 
pus and parking. Through the center of the property 
runs a ridge with the ground sloping away from it to 
the public thoroughfares to the north and south. It 
was decided to place the main campus and its flanking 
buildings along this ridge, with the chapel at the head 
of the main axis and on the highest elevation of the 
property. The principal buildings and those to be first 
constructed were then located so that they would be 
easily accessible to the nearest public highway, thereby 
saving road construction and maintenance. A secondary 
axis was then fixed on lower and somewhat more level 
ground, around which the dormitory group was planned. 
The auditorium site was established near the highway, 
for easy access of the public, and the gymnasium and 
athletic fields were allocated to the lowest and most level 
ground for obvious reasons. То establish this basic plan 
an appraisal of future growth had го be essayed, and 
to do this some intelligent guessing was in order. The 
present is amply provided for, and the future is not ig- 
nored or left to chance. The number, the size, and time 
of erection of future buildings no one could predict with 
certainty. But even so, the roads needed from the be- 
ginning could be laid with full regard for present neces- 
sities and future conveniences. A modicum of grading 
being unavoidable, it was decided to do it at the best 
time, before the buildings were begun. Grading, levelling 
road-building and even landscaping are in conformity 
with current needs, but not to the exclusion of those of 
the future. 


(Continued on page 16) 
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SIMULTANEOUS INTERPRETATION 


“And how hear we every man in his own tongue, 
wherein we were born?” Acts, IT, 8. 
Excerpts from articles by Col. Leon Dostert and C. J. Fitch. 


Language variance has been one of the greatest bar- 
riers to international understanding. The traditional 
“floor” or “s nslation has never proved 
altogether satisfactory. Even in a bi-lingual discussion 
it doubled the length of time required for a conversa- 
tion, and with the advent of multilingual assemblies it 
became obsolete. 

Simultaneous interpretation is translation by inter- 
preters while the original speech is in progress. It began 
as a “whispering translation,” an interpreter sitting 
next to each representative and whispering the trans- 
lation to him. This method was employed for 20 years 
with varying succ but it was necessarily limited to 
meetings where only a few representatives required the 
translation service. 

The system whereby simultaneous interpretation 
became practical was first envisioned by the late Fd- 
ward А. Filene. The story of its development follows. 
Its first real test came at the Nuremberg Trials in Ger- 
many and the experience gained there made possible 
the efficient system now operating at the United Na- 
tions headquarters at Lake Success 


In this “system” the interpreters sit in sound-proof 


booths, where they can watch the speakers through 
glass panels. Each has a portable microphone strapped 
to his chest so that he need not interfere with the other 
men in his booth. Since every interpreter sometimes 
finds it impossible to keep pace with the speaker a 
system of colored lights is used to flash a discreet warn- 
ing to the speaker who will slow down or stop to clari- 
fy his point according to the color shown. The five о 
cial languages of the United Nations require twenty- 
man interpreter teams since the great strain on the 
interpreters necessitates rotation of the team every one 
and-one-half hou 
The Story of the 1.В.М. Wireless Translator 

When Edward A. Vilene, merchant and philanthro 
pist, conceived the idea of a system of simultaneous 
interpretation he first consulted Col. Leon Dostert, 
now Chief of Simultaneous Interpretation for the Uni- 
ted Nations. Col. Dostert told him that simultaneous 
interpretation would be possible provided the necessary 
telephone apparatus could be developed. Thereupon 
Mr. Filene called in a communications engineer, Mr. 
Finley, to work out the technical details. A patent appli- 
cation was filed in May, 1930, and two years later Dr. 
Filene’s patent was issued. 

Since it was Mr. Filene’s wish to contribute his in- 
vention to the world to promote international under- 
standing and good will, he sought the cooperation of a 
man with similar humanitarian interests who also had 
the manufacturing facilities for producing the nec 
sary equipment and the organization to make it avail- 
able. Mr. Thomas J. Watson, President of International 
Business Machines immediately saw its value and made 
arrangements to develop and supply the needed equip- 
ment. 

The first apparatus consisted of standard telephone 
equipment hurriedly assembled for use in the Pan 
American Conference held at the Pennsylvania Hotel 
in New York City. This initial trial, while not an un- 
qualified success, did demonstrate beyond question the 
value of the system. The original apparatus was im- 
proved. Standardized cables were made, terminating 
in selector switch boxes for each headset. Improved 
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microphones, amplifiers and language-switching cir- 
cuits were provided. For seventeen years this wired 
equipment was used two or three times a year for vari- 
ous international conferences and, to some extent, at 
the League of Nations in Switzerland. Throughout this 
entire period it was loaned, installed and serviced by 
I.B.M. entirely free of charge. 

Mr. J. Kavanagh, one of І.В.М.'5 engineers, flew to 
Europe with the equipment for use at the famous Nur- 
emberg War Crimes Trials. He met with outright op- 
position from consecutive interpreters and skepticism 
from the Army personnel who were charged with re- 
sponsibility for installing and servicing the equipment. 
The Army had to provide simultaneous interpreters 
and they needed a man qualified to procure, train and 
supervise them. They found Colonel Dostert in France 
with his bags packed and ready to take off on the next 
plane for home. That trip was delayed. Col. Dostert 
took over, and to him goes full credit for the fact that 
the installation at Nuremberg was crowned with such 
outstanding succe: 

Before the installation could be made, Mr. Kavan- 
agh set up his apparatus in the wartorn rubble outside 
the building which was undergoing repairs. He gave a 
demonstration to Justice Robert N. Jackson. You know 
the result. After the trials, Justice Jackson wrote a 
letter of thanks to Mr. Watson and stated that the 
simultaneous interpretation equipment made it possible 
to complete in nine months trials which otherwise would 
have taken three years if, indeed, they could ever have 
been completed at all. 

The Wireless System 

While the wired system of simultaneous interpreta- 
tion is ideal for permanent installations as in the Com 
mittee Rooms at Lake Success, it is not so practical 
for short conferences or large plenary sessions. 

Prior to World War I1, Mr. Watson proposed a solu- 
tion. His pre-war memorandum on the subject so briefly 
and accurately described the wireless system that it 
could be taken for a description of the system as it 
exists today. 
Little experimental work on the wireless system was 
done before and none during the war, but after V-J day 
the project was revived and assigned to Mr. C. G. Fitch 
for execution. As finally worked out, it comprises seven 
low-powered transmitters, each operating on a separate 
ong-wave frequency and all feeding into a common an- 
tenna. This antenna consists of a single wire loop en- 
encircling the auditorium. It produces a strong, con- 
centrated induction field within the room and very 
ittle external radiation. 

Each receiver has its antenna embedded in the neck 
strap. It has an off-on switch, volume control, and a 
language selection dial which permits the user to choose 
among 7 pre-tuned channels, one for each of the seven 
anguages which r be employed. Power is provided by 
a standard 1'4-volt flashlight battery and a miniature 
3o-volt В battery similar to those used in hearing aids. 
The former lasts for about a week, the latter for a month. 

A typical installation includes sound-proof booths so 
ocated that the interpreters have a clear view of the 
speakers. In addition to translating, the interpreters 
must switch their circuits whenever there is a change of 
anguage. 
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PRESIDENT REPORTS 


Closing another year in the 
life of our organization, it 15 
proper that we examine our 
selves as to our accomplish- 
ments 

When the New York 
State Association of Archi 
tects was organized, it was 
intended that it would bring 
together the architects of 
the state for their mutual 
advantages, and to unify 
them in carrying out a 
single legislative program 
beneficial (о the various 
chapters and societies in the state. As we all know, prior 
to that time, each chapter and society, having any legis- 
lative concern, was required to send its own representa- 
tive before the State Legislature and in many cases, 
because of the lack of unity, much was lot. However, 
since our organization, we have accomplished a great 
deal. Particularly noticeable is the very fine spirit of 
co-operation that prevails between architects through- 
out the state, and also between the various chapters 
and societies. This, to me, is most important because 
from this spirit rises the influence of our organization, 

Our legislative work has been carried out fora united 
profession and we have been uniformly successful. 

Architects are taking a prominent part in stabilizing 
building conditions, to the end that both capital and 
labor may develop a building program along еди гађе 
lines. We now have committees co-operating with state 
and municipal authorities on all matters, espeially in 
respect to safety, building and labor laws, and public 
construction. The chairmen of these committees have 
cultivated a splendid spirit of unselfish co-operation 
with the various officials concerned. The general stand- 
ing, importance, and influence of the architect in the 
state has improved, which is manifested by the fact that 
the State of New York and many of the communities 
are now engaging the services of private architects for 
their building programs. Many of our communities 
are consulting with our architects on matters of public 
improvement, city planning, and general municipal 
developments to the credit ої the architect, but to the 
particular benefit of the community. 

The organization was well founded and well devel- 
oped. The influence which it enjoys is due to the stand- 
ard set by my predecessors. James 1“. Bly worked hard 
and long in uniting the profession and in establishing 
our о ganization. The late J. Riley Gordon brought us 


closer together, encouraging a spirit of co-operation. 
Past-president James Kideney labored long and faith- 


fully in developing a structure with a firm foundation, 
Charles Ellis continued the development of the struc- 
ture within which we could accomplish the ideals which 
we set out to do. 

My work for the past three years has been to strength- 
en our structure so that it would stand the stress of 
future activities; but much remains to be done. 

We should have a greater part in the selection of 
members of the State Board for the Registration of 
Architects. We should have a greater part in the educa- 
tion of the young architect and, therefore, have greater 
influence in the schools. They should welcome our assist- 
ance in developing a more realistic program for our 


students so аз to fit them for the practice of architec- 
ture. We should take a greater part іп government 
relations to the end that public work would be properly 
located, properly designed, and properly executed. We 
should undertake a more strenuous program in relation 
to the hospitals to be erected for Veterans Administra- 
tion, and also those under the auspices of the United 
States Public Health Service. In short, we should be 
extremely active in our efforts affecting our government 
our state, and our communities. To the degree that we 
give our services, to that same degree will the general 
public recognize our profession as one dedicated to 
public service. 

We succeeded in cultivating a splendid r 
with the American Institute of Architects. The New 
York State Association of Architects has had very 
much to do with the formulating of a national policy 
of the Institute. Being an incorporated organization, 
our relations with the Institute have been as an affiliate 
with the understand ng on the part of the Institute 
that the New York State Association of Architects is 
the recognized Institute organization in New York 
State. 

Our policy in respect to our constituent organizations 
has been to encourage complete autonomy on the part 
of each chapter and society in its local affairs with no 
interference from the state organization; but the New 
York State Association of Architects has been, and al- 
ways should be, ready to assist our constituents if and 
when such assistance is required. Our constituents, 
on the other hand, have religiously turned over to the 
state organization, all matters pertaining to the archi- 
tect at the state level. 

Our membership has been reflected in the member- 
ship of our constituent organizations. It is of concern to 
us that a greater effort has not been made, heretofore, 
to bring into our constituent organizations, all the archi- 
tects in their respective localities. Much greater co- 
operation would result if such a program were carried 
to conclusion. 

Finances: Because of our desire to burden the archi- 
tect to as small a degree as possible, our dues have 
ееп kept extremely low, but in spite of that, our fi- 
nances have grown—slowly perhaps, but surely, Be- 
cause of our modest finances, most of the work, through 
which the organization has grown, has been carried out 
зу individuals, especially our past presidents, at great 
cost of time and financial sacrifices to them, for our 
yenefit. The time has arrived, and the finances are now 
at the level when we can afford to employ a full time 
secretary and engage an office where our records may 
зе available to all. 

Publication: Our publication, the Е.5.А., has grown 
and prospered due to the efforts of Charles Ellis and 
David Crane and their committees, but the work has 
ееп very difficult because they have received very 
ittle assistance and co-operation from the membership 
in general. І know that time after time, they have re- 
quested assistance in the shape of articles. In spite ої 
the small response, their work has been successful as 
may be noted from reading the report of the Treasurer 
which has been submitted to you before this. We are 
now a well-known, influential organization, holding the 
respect of our communities. With a little effort on the 
part of each member, greater participation in our ac- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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AMONG THE 


It is hard to measure the success or accomplishment 
of the Convention, and fortunately we haven't been 
asked to. The banquet was certainly one of the most 
successful yet, the food delicious, and Roger Allen de- 
vastating. The attendance at business sessions and 
discussion groups was not as great as we expected to 
see, with the mammoth memberships of the metro- 
politan chapters within a five cent ride of the Conven- 
tion. 

Max Abramovitz’s talk on the United Nations at 
the Wednesday luncheon was most interesting; Arthur 
Holden’s talk on “Who Decides What’s To Be Built” 
at the Thursday luncheon was so packed with pregnant 
thought that it should have been delivered one sentence 
at a time with an intermission in between to allow us to 
digest all it connoted. The prize for beautiful speaking 
should be given to Colonel Dostert who talked Friday 
morning on Simultaneous Interpretation. It was a 
pleasure to listen to such diction and phrasing. 

“On dune and headlands sink the fire 
The Captains and the Kings depart 
The glory that was Ninevah and Tyre 
Is one with yesterday.” 

These words of Kipling’s recessional came to mind 
when the Convention adjourned Friday arternoon in 
respect to Sid Strauss’ sudden death that morning. He 
was so much the mainspring of the Convention that 
everyone felt completely unwound and unable to con- 
tinue. They had been badly jarred by the collapse of 
Jim Gambaro, who we hear is recovering satisfactorily 
at the hospital. 

There is nothing like the occasion of a convention to 
give one a chance to meet the members of the different 
constituent organizations. When the mountains won't 
send the information to Mohammed, Mohammed has 
to go and meet the mountains. 

ALBANY CHAPTER 

This Chapter sent several delegates to the convention, 
in fact Giles van de Bogart has been 3rd Vice President 
of the Association for the past year. Both he and Ralph 
Winslow were active in the proceedings and discussions 
at the business meetings. We missed seeing Mr. Lux 
but understand he was here, and also missed Sarkis 
Arkell and his sketches of convention personalities. Mr. 
Winslow made a strong plea against the Accrediting 
Board's decision to make the college course in Architec- 
ture a five year course. 

Bronx CHAPTER 

We never have any trouble getting information from 
Sam Hertz, the President of this unit, and an indefatig- 
able worker for the Convention. His work on Publicity 
was much acclaimed, and a distinct contribution from 
the Bronx toward the success of the convention. This is 
one of the younger Chapters of the State Association, 
being now in its third year. They meet at Vassar Castle 
Hall on E. 149th St., and have directors meeting on the 
2nd Monday and regular meetings on the 4th Monday 
of each month. Their election of officers occurs in May 
or June of each year. They have an active entertain- 
ment program the latest event of which was an outing 
at Smith’s farm, an affair to which they invited the 
ladies and held in cooperation with the engineers. They 
have an active program in correcting inequities in the 
zoning laws, building codes and multiple dwelling laws. 

BROOKLYN CHAPTER 

The Chapter contributed materially to the success of 
the-Convention. Mr. Gambaro, its President, handled 
the exhibitions, which were interesting and diversified. 
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CONSTITUENTS 


So much material is on hand for publication, most of it as 
a result of the recent 1947 convention, that many articles hav 
had to be postponed for future issues of Ё. S. А. Among these 
are Arthur Holden’s absorbing paper on who Decides What's 


to be Built, Thomas Holden’s report on Construction Trends, 


discussions. 
-Editor 


and the School, Hospital and City Planning 


He became ill during the convention but latest reports 
say that it is nothing that a couple of weeks rest won’t 
cure. Henry Murphy nearly became sick laughing at 
Roger Allen at the banquet, and performed his usually 
masterly job of intoning the resolutions, Adolph Mer- 
tin, with some help from Harry Silverman, was of great 
help to Sam Hertz on Publicity for the Convention. 
We cannot mention Max Cantor exclusively for this 
Chapter, although he did a great deal of work at and 
for the convention. He seems to be a member of most 
of the Metropolitan units. This chapter is about fifty 
years old. 


Brookiyn ЗОСІЕТУ 

Irving Seelig, the President of this Society was every- 
where at the Convention, and contributed greatly to 
its success. He was elected one of the new vice presidents 
for the coming year for the State Association. We saw 
quite a few members from this group, and find ourselves 
unable to mention everyone who contributed to the 
work done, but feel that they are all strong for the acti- 
vities of the State Association. 

The Brooklyn Society had the greatest representation 
at the annual banquet of any of the organizations. They 
had about ten tables with about 100 people. The So- 
ciety holds its meetings, which are dinner meetings, on 
the 4th Thursday of the month at Michel’s Restaurant. 
Election of officers is in December of each year, to take 
office in January. 

BUFFALO 

Buffalo was well represented at the convention. We 
noticed at least a dozen of the members, and of course 
heard from Mort Wolfe. Jim Kideney graced the speak- 
ers’ table on numerous occasions, while affable ean 
Greenstein was everywhere. Among others noted were 
Charlie Thiele, Mrs. Thiele, associate member, John К. 
Edgar, George Dick Smith, Mrs. Smith, and a number 
of exhibitors from the Buffalo area. 

Сехтваі New York CHAPTER, 
ROCHESTER SOCIETY AND SYRACUSE Society 

Storrs Barrows was resplendent in evening dress, be- 
fore the banquet, bringing a tray of cocktails over to a 
table in the cocktail lounge, at which Mrs. Barrows, 
Charles and Mrs. Carpenter and others were seated. 
He could hardly progress with people mistaking him for 
one of the waiters and pulling his coat tails beseeching 
him to give them some service. 

Members here from Central New York Chapter. 
This is another unit with interlocking memberships, and 
difficult to give credit. Members of both the Rochester 
and Syracuse Societies are also members of the Central 
New York Chapter. We noticed Mr. and Mrs. Bag 
O'Connor Granger, Charlie Conrad, George Cummings, 
Mr. Scopes of Saranac Lake, or is it Saratoga Springs? 
N Ellis of Syracuse, Storrs Barrows, Cy Tucker, 
Nick Massucci, Leo Waasdorp, John Wenrich, Carl 
Maynard, Mackesey of Ithaca. Ken Sargent, we under- 
stand, was in the city, but so busy escorting a dozen or 
so students on an instruction tour of the City that he 
couldn’t attend much of the Convention. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Important for modern comfort. Baths. showers. shave 
are just three of the 110 household uses for hot wate 
made easier and more pleasant by the always-on-tap ho 
water from an automatic Gas water-heater, 


Where automatic gas water-heating is a modern " 


Essential in the modern laundry. Automatic washing ma- 
chine manufacturers themselves recommend Gas heated 
water for best results. Beeause — an automatic Gas water- 


heater provides the most practical way of getting quick- 
recovery hot water in sufficient quantity 


economically! 


ж Vital to a modern dishwasher. То he efficient. the new 

п dishwashers must have plenty of high temperature water. 

Я “ An automatic Gas water-heater is the only economical 

г” system that gives this kind of constant hot water supply. 
1 


IROQUOIS GAS CORPORATION THE BROOKLYN UNION GAS CO. LONG ISLAND 


Most reliable . . 
enjoys a record for continuity of service 
unrivaled by any other fuel. Itis depend- 


- Gas for water-heating 


able. Needs no fuel storage. Is less liable to 
interruptions, Delivers adequate supplies 
of hot water at any desired temperature 
with a minimum of repair and adjustment! 


Why an automatic gas water-heater is wanted “most” 


which maintains really hot water in a 
heavily insulated tank and turns Gas off 
when need has been satisfied. 


Most economical... An automatic Gas 
water-heater uses the exact quantity of 
fuel needed —no more! Waste of both 
water and fuel is reduced. Costs less to 


ze... Be sure heater is large 
ough for client’s needs! Check 
e of family, number of bath- 
oms, amount of home laundry, 
mediate prospect for other auto- 
atic equipment requiring hot water. 


ре... Recommend fast recovery 
rage heater for best all-round 
rvice. It isthe most modern meth 
of assuring continuous hot water 
hours a dey and a must 
ere automatic dishwasher or 


Remember ! 


Most convenient... An automatic Gas ригеһа 
water-heater requires no running down- storage 
stairs to light up. no watching. no waiting. 


to watch for in specifying automatic gas water-heaters 


3. 


4. 


Automatic Gas water-heaters benefit vou as much as they do 
vour clients. They take up little building 
the simplest connections . 
) appeal of today’s homes. Most important of all, they build 
customer satisfaction! For like all modern Gas appliances 
such as automatic Gas ranges built to “CP” standards, auto- 
matic Gas refrigerators, 
year ‘round Gas air-conditioning— these ultra-efficient Gas 
water-heaters enhance 


the value of any home...add stature 
to your reputation as designer and builder of livable living 
units! For technical details. see vour local Gas Company. 


REPUBLIC LIGHT, HEAT & POWER CO., INC. 


amount of hot water. 


lt is controlled byan automatic thermostat with uniform economy 


FOR THE LAST WORD IN 
AUTOMATIC WATER-HEATING 


AMERICAN GAS ASSOCIATION 


cycle washing machine is installed 


Placing . . . Specify position of heater 
so that there is a minimum loss of 
heat from heater to point of use 
And place close to flue 


Seal of Approval... Insist on only 
those automatic Gas water-heaters 
which have been tested and ap 
proved for safety, durability and 
efficiency in the Laboratories of the 
American Gas Association 


e... need only 
- yet add greatly to the popular 


automatice Gas space heaters and 


ROCHESTER 


for faster recovery means smaller 
apacity is required for any given 
operates 


і Т 
round! 
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AMONG THE CONSTITUENTS 
(Continued from page 9) 


Lone Isuanp Soctery CHAPTER 

We had a talk with Walter Spelman of this hyphen- 
ated Chapter, and found out that they still keep the 
organization of the old Long Island Society of Archi- 
tects and elect separate officers for this phantom organi- 
zation for charter purposes. They have monthly meet- 
ings at the Lincoln Inn at Rockville Center on the ist 
Thursday of each month, and elect officers in Decem- 
ber who take office in January. Their situation is com- 
plicated by the fact that while many architects live in 
their bailiwick, they work in Manhattan and keep their 
membership in the New York Society ог Chapter. 
They are getting out a year book for 1948, with adver- 
tising to support the cost of publication. 

QUEENS CHAPTER 

This Chapter can well be proud of the part it played 
in making the Convention a success. Sid Strauss, in 
fact, was the Chairman of the entire Convention, and 
his sudden death on Friday morning, was like the pas 
ing of a great general after a successful assault on an 
enemy fortress. Queens will suffer greatly the loss of 
the great spirit of this man, but his splendid work can 
be an inspiration and a challenge, in meeting which, the 
Chapter can do honor to his name. 

Simeon Heller and Charles Ward were co-chairmen 
of the Convention Committee from Queens and did 
splendid work in handling the registrations апі cre- 
dentials. We had a talk with Ray Irrera, the President 
of this unit of 44 members and he gave us somewhat of 
а picture that should enable the rest of the members of 
the Association to know more about this outfit. They 
meet the 2nd Thursday of each month, at the Flushing 
Community House on Sanford Ave., have 44 members 
and one junior member. Queens County used to be 
under the jurisdiction of the Brooklyn Chapter, but in 
1939 formed the Queens Society of Architects, which 
obtained a charter from the Institute under the unifi- 
cation program in 1945. Queens has been one of the 
ў ing boroughs in the New York area and 


fastest growing 
now has a population of 1,400,000. Their election of 
officers occurs in December of each year. They have an 
active policy of entertainment, education and civic 
enterprise. One of their projects is to stimulate the con- 
struction of a civic center which will house all of the 
borough, city and federal administrative units in an 
area at Kew Gardens, of which the Worlds Fair grounds 
are a part. Queens should be very air minded, as they 
have both LaGuardia Field and the new Idlewild air- 
port, the latter to be the biggest in the world, and both 
of them, not counting Newark airport the only air out- 
lets of the entire Manhattan district. 
Sraren Ізрахр Soctery CHAPTER 

This is also one of our younger organizations, being 
now in its third year, as a chapter of the Institute, 
although it was the Long Island Society of Architects 
from 1922 to 1944. They have only 18 members, but if 
each other constituent organization attended the con- 
vention in proportion (all 18 members were here) there 
would not be room in the Hotel Commodore for all 
of them. 16 of the 18 members were here for the ban- 
quet, and 8 or g for luncheon at the Wednesday and 
Thursday meetings. They have their own club rooms 
at 43 Richmond Terrace, and have acquired a sort of 
permanent secretary. Their election of officers is held in 
November of each year, to take office in January. They 
are working in close cooperation with the Borough presi- 
dent on zoning and the future possibilities of Staten 
Island. They have a golf tournament during the summer. 

Maurice Uslan worked hard on the Committee of 
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Tickets and Badges for the Convention. He has been a 
member of the N.Y.S. Ass’n for 15 years. Mr. Albert 
Melniker is now Chairman of Publicity and will con- 
tribute regularly as correspondent to the Empire State 
Architect. They have been saddened recently by the 
death in October of James Whitford Sr., an architect of 
some 55 years practice. 

The Staten Island Society Chapter has had a very 
active and interesting year. The monthly dinner meet- 
ings made a very interesting method of conducting the 
business of the society. The society increased its mem 
bership during the year by five and suffered the loss 
of its Honorary President, Mr. James Whitford, Sr. 
who died on September 10, 1947, at the age of 76. Mr. 
Whitford was the dean of Staten Island Architects and 
in his so-odd years of practice did much to raise the 
professional standards and give the architect a definite 
place in the building industry. 

The Society took an active part in drawing up reso- 
lutions and making recommendations relating to the 
many things necessary to ease the work of planning and 
building. The New York City Building Code has been 
very carefully analyzed in order to eliminate and cor- 
rect those portions which tend to create building hard- 
ships in a suburban community such as ours. Zoning 
has also been the subject of much activity and attempt 
is under way to liberalize the zoning restrictions in the 
business areas. 

In education the society has offered its services to 
assist in apprentice training programs for the building 
trade unions. 


tives of the Р: , The 
American Red Cross, and the А.А. as commendation 
for its work in conjunction with the New York Chapter 
for assistance in building the paraplegic unit at The 


Halloran VA Hospital. 


David J. Varon, center. receives a farewell handshake fri 
W. Milnes, president of the Staten Island Society of Ar it a 
farewell dinner in Varon’s honor, Maurice G. Uslan. vice den 

the society, waits to Й oodbyr to the departing Islander. 
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THAT NECESSARY EVIL, 
THE ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEER 


By THOMAS Н. McKAIG 


“What is new in structural steel design and how does 
it affect my architectural layout?” This question is 
being asked of me by architects many more times nowa- 
days than it was a few years ago, and rightly so. The 
form of the question is not always as I have stated it, 
but the gist of it is the same. It is difficult enough to 
build anything these da if you can, in any way, ex 
pedite one or two phases of your construction, you 
have really accomplished something. Almost every 
job we do today seems to go thru the design processes 
three times,—first, as we would like to build it,—sec- 
ond, as available funds will permit you to build it,—and 
third, as we can get the available materials, labor, and 
beam sizes. 


The standard А.І.5.С. “Specification for Design, 
Fabrication and Erection of Structural Steel for Build- 
ings,’’—the А.І.5.С. Code to you,—was extensively re- 
vised in 1946, and these revisions will eventually influ- 
ence our design practice, but until local building codes 
catch up, this advanced thinking will not make itself 
felt. The new code tends to promote welding by recog- 
nizing three types of construction.—Type 1, Rigid 
Frame or restrained. Type 2, Conventional, and Type 3, 
Semi-Rigid or partially restrained. То date probably 
99 per cent of our work is Type 2, one percent Type 1, 
and none in Type 3. Recognition of the last type by 
building departments will permit savings to be applied 
to our conventional methods of construction without 
going to the complete rigidity and special design re- 
quired by a rigid frame design. 


Rigid Frames are definitely coming into more com- 
mon use, particularly for one story long span buildings, 
or one story and basement such as churches. The sav- 
ing effected does not come into the steel cost. Usually 
the steel itself is slightly higher than the cost of the 
plate girder or trussed construction. The saving is in 
the height of walls and other items which are influenced 
by the difference between the clear height and the re- 
quired outside height of the building, 


Because of forming costs,—costs influenced by the 
high cost of lumber, and the scarcity and labor cost of 
carpenters, there is a much greater use of precast roofs 
than formerly, of precast concrete or gypsum plank, long 
span channel type concrete, and tee rail gypsum sys- 
tems both precast and poured in place. All of these are 
light weight systems and in order to take advantage of 
economy, we are moving out column spacings to longer 
spans. This lighter dead load of roof construction is 
permitting another economy on some jobs also. On long 
spans, even to 70 or 80 feet, we can use rolled steel 
girders instead of plate girders or trusses, thus not only 
saving steel, but side wall masonry as well. 


After all is said and done, this does not add up to 
much difference from what you have been in the habit 
of doing. Perhaps the saving is intangible,—a saving in 
time of construction rather than in money, but with a 
good contractor even a saving of time is translated into 
a saving in money, and іп any case vour owner should 
benefit. 
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plans for industrial, commercial and 
institutional buildings. With four gen- 
erations of concentrated experience 
in the New York and New Jersey 
area, the Wm. L. Blanchard Co. is 
ready to help you with building, al- 
teration or maintenance problems. 
We have an organization keyed to 
today—and a staff of technical men 
expertly trained. Why not call on our 
consulting architect? He is at your 
service. 


Wm. F. Blanchard, President 


Our Own Who’s Who will be sent on request 
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UNITED NATIONS (Cominued from page 5) 


of the Specialized Agencies, will avail themselves of 
the various halls when they are not in use. 

Serving this large area is the Secretariat. This is the 
permanent staff of the United Nations which serves all 
agencies here and elsewhere. This staff now numbers 
about 2900 and at present we have planned an area for 
an expansion to 4400. This s housed, in our design, ina 
4i-story skyscraper 7176" wide and 287'о" long. 

Additional elements subordinate to the two major 
aforementioned are: 

A Library to serve the Secretariat as a working ser- 
vice unit, Exhibition Spaces for use by Public Relation 
Agencies, and various Staff facilities, and Restaurant 
area for the Delegates, Secretariat, and Public. 

Parking space will be built underground to take care 
of the Secretariat staff, the Delegates, the Press, and the 
Public. Present plans are for an ultimate capacity of 
1900 cars 

In addition to the program for immediate construe 
tion, we have included in our site plan studies considera- 
tion of two other major elements: 

A Space for all the Delegations of the United Na- 
tions; and Space for those Specialized Agencies 
which work closely with the United Nations and 
Secretariat. 

Their requirements are not precisely determined. No 
Pale eg plans have been prepared for them as yet. 

Pending the development of their program, it 18 in- 
tended to provide interim facilities for the delegations 
in the ў reserved for expansion in the Secretariat. 

Before these space requirements can be knit into a 
plan, they must be analyzed further for their use 
aspects and any needs peculiar to their specialized 
characteristics. There are, as may be expected, a few 
requirements which are not ordinarily part and parcel 
of an everyday problem. 

One of these is the necessity of maintaining a physical 
separation between the delegates, the press, and the 
public, and at the same time permit their union should 
it be desirable. 

In the past it has been found a source of embarr: 
ment, annoyance, and an incumbrance to permit easy 
availability to the delegates. Entrances have been de- 
veloped and circulation patterns have now been planned 
to enable the public to enter their areas and proceed to 
any and all halls without crossing the circulation of the 
Delegates. Furthermore, the Press will have their cir- 
culation pattern, which will direct them immediately 
to their seating area and work spaces. The Delegates 
will enter their foor and have a free How to and from 
their various lounges, committee rooms, and assemblies 
without fear of being buttonholed or surprised by auto- 
graph seekers or lobbyists. The Secretariat circulation 
may at times cross the Delegates Area but since they 
are accredited personnel no conflict exists 
But, when it is desirable to have Delegates meet the 
Press—or Public—it is planned to have areas designed 
and planned to permit this. 

In the average planning problem there are but two 
circulations to solve, one the public or user access, and 
the other, the service access—You can readily visualize 
the difficulties we face with four circulations: that of 
Delegates, the Public, the Press, the Secre at; and 
five if you add the housekeeping and service personnel. 

Secutiry also enters into the planning problem. We 
must plan our interior and exterior spaces to provide 
security for the delegates when pressure groups may 
become obstreperous and violent. Yet this must Бе 
done in a subtle, unobtrusive manner to avoid public 
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awareness and nevertheless permit security personnel 
to do their job. 

We hope—as far as it is possible—to plan to permit 
Hexibility in our spaces, for in a young organization 
changes in procedures as the organization grows will 
demand changes in plan. During the short period of our 
studies, many program changes have occurred and many 
more will, Flexibility is a necessity. 


Technical Requirements 

Now —for a brief word about technical requirements, 
to wit: light, air, acoustics, communications, etc. We 
plan to give maximum light to all office space, but to 
light artificially our large Assembly, Council Rooms and 
Conference Rooms because of the demand for con 
trolled light conditions imposed upon us by the modern 
techniques for photography and television. 

We plan to air condition all spaces occupied princi- 
pally by personnel. 

All rooms involving debate will be studied with con- 
sideration to acoustics and corrective materials applied, 
if and when necessary. 


The entire complex of space will be cross-knit by a 
system of communication to save time, space, and coun- 
teract misunderstanding—due to language differences. 
The schedule to date is to complete the Secretariat 
and Conference area in the fall of 1949 and the General 
Assembly group in 1950. 
Thank you 


Gentlemen. 


AMONG THE CONSTITUENTS 


(Continued from page 12) 


The 24th Annual Dinner had a fine turn-out of off- 
cials, building construction men, architects, engineers 
and realtors. Among those present at the annual din- 
ner were Borough President Cornelius A. Hall, Robert 
Е. Wagner, Jr., Comm. of Department of Housing and 
Buildings, Joseph Herman, Borough Supt., and officers 
from every metropolitan architectural and engineering 
society. 

On September то, 1947, the Society gave Professor 
David Varon a farewell dinner on the occasion of his 
leaving Staten Island for Endicott, New York. He had 
formerly been a Professor of Architecture at Syracuse 
University and the University of Illinois. 

In honoring Mr. Varon, Maurice G. Uslan, 
president of the society and chairman of the farewell 
dinner, recalled hearing the retired professor lecture 
when Uslan was a student at Public School 17 in New 
Brighton. 

Uslan also recalled the foundation of the architects’ 
group іп 1923 and the work of Varon in advising and 
encouraging the newly-formed society. Varon’s nobility 
of spirit and willingness to help others as well as his 
ability to inspire and educate were praised by A. Н. 
Simon, a lifelong friend of the former educator. 

In his address of thanks, Varon recalled many of his 
experiences in youth and as a professor and, using his 
own paintings, demonstrated among other things the 
similarity in both outward and inward appearance of a 
cathedral and a forest. Cathedrals, he explained, draw 
much of their beauty from this similarity. 


vice- 


ALBANY DESIGNATED FOR 

The Albany Chapter of the А.І.А., under the able 

leadership of its President, Henry Blatner, will sponsor 

the 1948 convention of the New York State Association 
of Architects. 


194% 
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Ambitious and revolutionary plans for the annual 
gathering are already in the formative stage as a result 
of a luncheon meeting of the Advisory Convention Com- 
mittee and representative members of the Albany Chap- 
ter held in Albany, N. У., December 2 1947. 

There will be more details as the arrangement and 
program are developed. 


WESTCHESTER CHAPTER 
We tried to have a talk with Ed Fleagle but couldn’t 
seem to corner him, so can’t report on all this Chapter 
did to help the Convention. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICES 
This number reaches you late. The editorial material 
pertaining to the Convention was, by necessity, late in 
reaching the Publisher. Every effort is being made to 
get the E.S.A. out on time. Deadlines must be met or 
this is not possible. 


The address of the Mutual International 
Corp. Local Representatives of the American Acoustics, 


inc., is 11 West 42 St., New York City. 


correct 


Irving SEELIG, President of the Brooklyn Society, 
was іп charge of the Manufacturers’ Exhibit at the Con- 
vention. He did an exceptionally fine job and the suc- 
was largely due to his efforts. Inadvertently Mr. 


cess 
Seelig’s name was omitted from the list of Convention 


committee members published in the Sept.-Oct. issue. 


FARRAR & TREFTS, Inc. 


20 Milburn Street 
Buffalo 12, New York 


Streamline 
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BISON BOILERS 


For Heat and Power 
Designed to produce maximum steam output in 
shortest time at minimum operating costs. 
X-RAY . CLASS | WELDING TANKS 
PRESSURE VESSELS “е API-ASME е ASME CODE 
QUALITY BOILERS TO GIVE QUALITY SERVICE 


PRESIDENT REPORTS (Continued from page З 


tivities by the chapters and societies, we should reach 
the goal of becoming the most powertul and influential 
organization of professional men in the state 

A word for our committees; our Convention Commit 
work rather late, 
rendered a marvelous performance. The chairman, Sid 
ney Strauss deserved the thanks of the organization 

You have heard the reports of the various committees 
and you know that the chairmen and some of the mem 
bers of these committees have been working very hard. 
І am sure that the thanks of the organization are due to 
Max Cantor and his Legislative Committee; to Ken 
Stowell and his Safety Committee; To Adolph Gold 
berg and his Fees and Contracts Committee; to Charl є 
Ellis and his Committee on Ethics; to George Cavalieri 
on his Public Works and War Memorial Committee 
and to William Kaelber on his Architect and Public 
Relations Committee. All of these committees have 
done splendid work to their credit and to the credit of 
the organization. 

My one recommendation to all of the members of 
this organization is that each member take a more ac 
tive part in the affairs of his particular society or chap 
ter, and also in the affairs of the New York State 
ation of Architects, to the end that even a greater and 
more influential organization will be ours at the end of 


the year. The obligation and the opportunity is ours. 
М. W. Det Gaupio 


tee, which, of necessity, began its 


Associ 


OUR COVER PICTURE (Continued from page 6) 


The Recitation Hall or Administration Building is 
obviously the first to be erected. At the same time the 
Science Hall is under construction, and this will be 


CROKER FIRE PREVENTION CORP. 


34 WEST 31st ST. NEW YORK, М. У. 


followed by the Faculty-Student Residence. All three 
are immediately needed, and vet they must provide 
from the beginning such facilities as Cafeteria, Audi 
torium, Library, Chapel, and others which will ulti 
mately be housed in individual buildings. As thes 
separate buildings are provided, the present space ¢ 
voted to those uses will furnish the larger number 
classrooms that will be needed. Nor will those rooms 
ill suited to their ultimate and permanent uses. Neither 
their present nor future fitness has been left to chance. 
While serving other temporary uses for the first fe 
years, the elements of a good classroom have been ke 
in mind and guided even the spacing of present columns 
and beams. 

In these days of high construction costs an especi 
duty falls upon the architect to design efficient, stru 
turally sound buildings at a minimum cost. However, he 
is not likely to be thanked by the owners if in achieving 
this aim he gives them stark institutional-looking build 
ings devoid of warmth and charm. Much thought was 
given by the architects to securing an agreeable acad 
emic atmosphere to the campus, without resorting to 
superficial decorative detail. The design does not draw 
upon any historic style; in fact, this was avoided to give 


the designers of future buildings a desirable elasticity. 
The roofs were kept flat, with as few parapets as pos- 
sible (to permit snow to blow off), and thus help to 
give the buildings a characteristic horizontal appear 
ance, broken only by the dominating central bell tower. 


SIMULTANEOUS INTERPRETATION 


(Continuen from page 7) 


Microphones are strewn along the conference table, 
one for each delegation. The microphone wires lead to a 
control panel where the control operator switches them 
on and off as needed. He must be constantly on the 
alert to switch in the proper microphone quickly and 
to switch off idle mikes so that careless ‘‘off-the-record” 
remarks are not accidentally broadcast. 

The Wireless Translator will supplement rather than 
replace the wired type of installation. It does, however, 
have one advantage in that listeners may move about 
the room while still tuned in to the proceedings. 

Some people who should know better believe that 
the Wireless Translator actually makes the translation 
by some miracle or electronics, but the fact remains 
that the human element, in the persons of the inter- 
preters and the technicians is still the supreme factor. 
The equipment simply multiplies their effectiveness. 

Who can say that simultaneous interpretation, by 
overcoming the “confusion of tongues” may not Бе 
the factor that will tip the scales to the forces of good 
and so bring about the golden age of harmony and 
peace among the great nations of the world. 
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BUILDING NEWS 


Notes from a Techinical Committee Meeting of the 
New York Chapter, А.І.А. Max Abramowitz, Chairman 
FIRE HAZARDS 

Said Dr. Paluel J. Flagg, at the first of the №. У. 
Chapter Tec hnical Committee meetings on the subject 
of Fire Hazards, “It is a scientifically sound assump- 
tion that those who jumped out of the Winecoff Hotel 
were in an advanced state of stupor from the lethal 
gases generated by flames.” 

He then went on to explain the chemistry of asphyxi- 
ation and arrived at the conclusion that many lives 
could be saved if people in fire-swept buildings could 
avoid inhaling noxious gases. This he would accom- 
plish by devising simple and inexpensive equipment to 
supply oxygen and would have this equipment hung in 
every hotel bathroom. 

Mr, A. С. Hutson, Assistant Chief Engineer, National 
Board of Fire Underwriters spoke on “Effects of Fire 
Hazards On Life in Buildings.” He did not condone 
carelessness as an immediate cause of fires, but placed 
prime responsibility on ignorance of the need or un- 
willingness to spend money for sound fire preventive 
measures. He agreed with Dr. Flagg, that asphyxiation 
is the greatest problem in preventing loss of life in fires 
and urge construction that would stop the vertical 
spread of fire and fumes, not only in tall buildings, but 
also in two and three story structures. Two-thirds of 
the number of children who died in fires, died of asphyx 
iation in the upper stories of their homes. 

Mr. Hutson urged his listeners (and you, dear reader) 
to request from the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, 85 John St., New York 7, №. Y. a list of fire 
protection pamphlets and bulletins from which you 
can select titles of greatest interest to you. The publica- 
tions are free. 


VIKING AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS, Inc. 
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PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

At the second Technical Committee meeting on the 
subject of Fire Protection, A. C. Hutson of the Board 
of Fire Underwriters urged the generous use of fire pro- 
tection equipment which is available in wide variety to- 
day. Architects, he said, should investigate the dependa- 
bility of each type of equipment they specify. Fire pro- 
tection equipment should be builtand maintained to last- 
the life of the building and its maintenance in good 
working order is an important responsibility of every 
building operator. 

Mr. H. A. Lindsay of the American District Tele- 
graph Company regretted the public's ignorance of the 
many services of his organization. ADT manufactures 
electrical protection devices which supervise sprinkler 
systems and notify the Central Office immediately 
upon the receipt of trouble signals. Fire warning appar- 
atus includes enclosed air expansion devices, electronic 
smoke detectors and the Teletherm system which is 
actuated by concentrating radiant heat on a thermopile. 
One detector having 72 exposed thermo-couple junc- 
tions is capable of detecting a very small heat rise 
anywhere within a radius of 100 feet! 

Mr. Lindsay invited architects to call upon ADT rep- 
resentatives and production engineers for aid in solving 
any fire protection prablem; 

Mr. P. J. Larmon of the Grinnel Company said that 
their laboratories are constantly experimenting with 
all types of fire protection devices and offered the 
services of their engineers in the solution of any archi- 
tect’s fire protection problems. 

Mr. E. Durang of the Otis Elevator Company told 
of the many full-scale experiments which finally led to 
the Exhaust-Water Spray Protector System for pro- 
tecting elevator shafts and stairways. 
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Said Dr. Paluel J. Flagg, at the first of the N. Y. 
hapter Technical Committee meetings on the subject 
Fire Hazards, “It is a scientifically sound assump- 
on that those who jumped out of the Winecoff Hote 
ere in an advanced state of stupor from the letha 
ses generated by flames.” 

He then went on to explain the chemistry of asphyxi- 
tion and arrived at the conclusion that many lives 
saved if people in fire-swept buildings соці 
void inhaling noxious gases. This he would accom- 
lish by devising simple and inexpensive equipment to 
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Mr. A. C. H dutson, Assistant Chief Engineer, Nationa 
oard of Fire Underwriters spoke on “Effects of Fire 
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he number of children who died in fires, died of asphyx- 
ation in the upper stories of their homes. 

Mr. Hutson urged his listeners (and you, dear reader) 
о requ from the National Board of Fire Under- 
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Iso in two and three story structures. Two-thirds of 


PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

At the second Technical Committee meeting on the 
subject of Fire Protection, A. C. Hutson of the Board 
of Fire Underwriters urged the generous use of fire pro- 
tection equipment which is available in wide variety to 
day. Architects, he said, should investigate the dependa- 
bility of each type of equipment they speci Fire pro- 
tection equipment should be built and maintained to last- 
the life of the building and its maintenance in good 
working order is an important responsibility of every 
building operator. 

Mr. H. A. Lindsay of the American District Tele- 
graph Company regretted the public’s ignorance of the 
many services of his organization. ADT manufactures 
electrical protection devices which supervise sprinkler 
systems and notify the Central Office immediately 
upon the receipt of trouble signals. Fire warning appar 
atus includes enclosed air expansion devices, electronic 
smoke detectors and the Teletherm system which is 
actuated by concentrating radiant heat on a thermopile. 
One detector having 72 exposed thermo-couple junc- 
tions is capable of detecting a very small heat rise 
anywhere within a radius of 100 feet! 

Mr. Lindsay invited architects to call upon ADT rep- 
resentatives and production engineers for aid in solving 
any fire protection problem. 

Mr. Р. J. Larmon of the Grinnel Company said that 
their laboratories are constantly experimenting with 
all types of fire protection devices and offered the 
services of their engineers in the solution of any archi- 
tect’s ae protection problems. 

Mr. Е. Durang of the Otis Elevator Company told 
of the many full-scale experiments which finally led to 
the Exhaust-Water Spray Protector System for pro- 
tecting elevator shafts and stairways. 
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Hand-Painted оп the "5РЕАУКОТЕ" 
THE CHARLESTON GARDENS—B. Altman and Com- 
pany, 34th Street and Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


Sidewalls at 


Booth No. І at the Architects Convention at the 


Commodore Hotel—October 22—25. 


SPRAYED 
78 Hawthorne PI. 
Montclair 2-6121 


INSULATION, INC. 
Montclair, М. J. 


“ Steps and Floors made Safe for Walking ” 


NON-SKID 


For STAIRS and FLOORS 


ABRASIVE STAIR TREADS 
For Banks, Schools, Hotels, Office 
Buildings, Industrial Plants, Etc. 

Marble, Slate, Wood, Metal or Concrete Stairs Re-surfaced 
Also Pre-Cost Non-Skid Treads 
WRITE OR PHONE 


| NON-SKID SURFACING CORP. 


Manufacturers 
53 GOLD STREET YONKERS 2, М. Y. 
Tel. Yonkers 5-1301 
Also Sold By 


NORTHERN CHEMICAL PRODUCTS CO. 
1099 FOLSOM ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


5. Н. McCONNELL, AGENT. TEL. MARKET 1-8459 


PORTER CONSTRUCTION CO. 
19 Third St. Boston, Mass. 
Tel. S. Boston 1025 


AMERICAN ABRASIVE METALS CO. 
Irvington, N. J. 
Under the Trade Mark Name 
of “MARTEX” 


“Slippery nosings are dangerous. 
Why not eliminate them?” 
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EMPIRE STATE ARCHITECT 


UN”... ore 


An amazing amount of interest was dis- 
played by the general public in a recent 

exhibit of Anchor Concrete Products, Inc., 
at the Buffalo Better Homes Exposition 
in Buffalo, N. Y. Consisting of a typical 
section of a concrete masonry home, the ex- 
hibit attracted thousands and more than 
1.500 persons requested that detailed infor- 
mailed to them 


mation and literature be 


covering the advantages of using concrete 


masonry units and Flexicore floor and roof 


slabs in home construction. The public is 
the 
that will help offset the ever inerea 


materials 
ing 
building costs and subsequent maintenance 


interested in utilization of 


costs. 


Architects, too, are showing a marked tend- 


ency toward utilization of light-weight 


THE PUBLIC IS INTERESTED! 


concrete masonry units. They are materials 
that accomplish a multiple job and sub- 
stantially aid the architect and contractor 


in meeting the demands of clients. Light- 
weight concrete masonry units serve as a 
structural back-up, provide finished interior 
walls and furnish excellent sound absorption. 
Any the 


Association 


member of National Concrete 
will be 


glad to furnish architects, engineers and 


Мазопгу listed below 


contractors with detailed information about 


the outstanding characteristics of light- 


м eight concrete masonry units such as 


structural, insulating and acoustical prop- 
erties, economy and attractive appearance. 


NATIONAL CONCRETE MASONRY ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 


Concrete Cinder Block Products Co. 
Rocheste: a Ж» 


Linton Concrete Products 
‘Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Auburn Cement Products 
Co., Ine. 
Auburn, №. У. 
Н American Hard Wall Plaster 
Concrete Units, Inc. 
Bronx 59, N. Y. 


H. W. Bell Co. j 
New York 51, N. У. 


Nailable Cinder Block Co. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Utica, Х. У. 


Ramloc Stone Со. 
Albany, М. У. 


Elmira Building Units, Ine. 
Elmira, N. Y. 


Picone Bros. 
Brooklyn, Х. У. 


Comac Builders Supply Corp. 
Rochester, №. У 


EMPIRE STATE ARCHITECT 


Bergen Building Block, Inc. 
Ridgefield Park, М. J. 


Anchor Conerete Products, Inc. 


Buffalo 3, Х. У. 


Albany Block & Supply Co., 
Albany, Х. У. 


Dinaburg Block Co., Inc 
Binghamton, N. У 


Domine Builders Supply Co. Ine. 
Rochester 10, N. У. 


Forest Hills Conerete Block Co. 
Forest Hills, М. У. 


Bedford Hills Concrete Products 
Corp. 


F 
Bedford Hills, N. Y. 


Barnes & Cone, Inc. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


Paragon Supply, Ine. 

Syracuse, Х. У. 

Ine. Plasticrete Corp. 
ЖІ 

Hamden 14, Conn. 


Rockland Concrete Sales Co., Inc. 
Ridgefield, N. J. 


Bowen Building Block & Sup. Co. 
Binghamton, Х. У. 


Kimbrough Towers, a 96-family architectural concrete apartment building in 
Memphis, Tenn., was completed in 1939. It was designed for John F. Kimbrough, Jr., 
realtor, by Н. М. Burnham, architect, and Н. В. Hulsey, associate architect; Gardner 
& Howe, structural engineers; 5. & W. Construction Co., contractors (all of Memphis). 


Apartment Buildings of 
Architectural Concrete 


for fast, economical construction 
of housing facilities 


ONSTRUCTION of well-designed, and soundly 

built apartment buildings, offers an economical 
way to provide adequate housing without danger of 
creating future slum areas. 

Architectural concrete meets every essential require- 
ment, including firesafety, attractive appearance and 
economy, for apartment buildings, hotels, schools or 
hospitals. 


This construction is economical because concrete com- 


bines both architectural and structural functions in one 
firesafe material. 

The rugged strength and durability of concrete build- 
ings keep maintenance cost at a minimum, giving many 
years of service at consistently low annual cost. 

Exper 
able toa 


anced members of our technical staff are avail- 
st architects and engineers in obtaining maxi- 
mum structural advantages of concrete for apartment 
buildings or any project inyolving the use of concrete. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 


Dept. K11-72, 347 Madison Ave., New York 17, М. У. 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete... through scientific research and engineering field work 


